
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Chapter Seven (7).


1.  And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, no on any tree.  

This chapter is the segue from the destruction of Jerusalem to the rest of the final age of the world wherein Christ gathers His Church from all the nations.
A.  And after these things I saw the four angels standing on the four corners of the earth.


These angels govern creation according to the will of God (see v. 2 below).


B.  That the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.

The segue between chapters six and seven is the revelation that the raining down of hurt and destruction on the earth is circumscribed, limited to Jerusalem and Judah, because of their persistent unbelief.  While the four angels, who had been appointed to rain down hurt and destruction upon the earth (see v. 2 below), had, indeed, rained down destruction on and hurt the earth in and around Judah and Jerusalem because of the people of Israel’s persistent unbelief, it is now revealed that they would not rain down such hurt and destruction upon the rest of the earth.  Much like rainbow after the flood letting men know God would no longer behave in that manner
, so also here the Lord let us know that He would not treat the world in this manner.  Jerusalem and Judah were an especial case because of their assault on the Gospel.  To the people of Israel were committed the Oracles of God
 to preserve the Gospel for the themselves and the rest of the world, the Gentiles.  This insidious treachery and invidious betrayal of this Divine Trust resulted in the unique circumstance of their destruction.  It would not be so generally.  Life would go on as normal in a fallen world as Jesus said it would:  “But as the days of Noe were; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. ... And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  St. Matthew 24:37-39, 14.  


The earth remains and is not “hurt” (see V. 2 below) in order that the Gospel be preached and Christ gathers in His Church until the end of the age.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper write:

Holy Scripture is very explicit in teaching that the present world exists, by virtue of God’s express will and providence, for the sole purpose that the Gospel of Christ, the message of God’s gracious forgiveness of sins for the sake of Christ’s vicarious satisfaction, may be proclaimed in it.  In Matt. 24, 14 Christ tells us this very clearly and emphatically; He engraves it, as it were, upon brass and granite by declaring:  “This Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come,” namely, the end of the world.  God has indeed purchased mankind at a great cost.  With the blood of Jesus Christ, His incarnate Son, He has paid the price for sinful man’s eternal salvation, and now He permits the world to stand in order that in it the forgiveness of sins through the blood of Christ may be proclaimed and that this Gospel-message may be accepted by men through faith.


The Rev. Dr. Eugene Klug writes:

The world owes its continued existence to the unfinished task of the church in spreading that Word (Matt. 24:14).


2.  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal
 of the living God:  and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3.  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.
A.  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God:  


The seal of the living God is the Gospel.  Luther writes:

God has only one seal, and this He has set on Christ. On Him alone He has bestowed the Holy Spirit, so that all men should look only to Him. All of Holy Writ points solely to Him, attesting that He alone possesses seal and letter; for He is the exemplar, ...  made, given, and offered to be our sole help. Thus God Himself spoke from heaven (Matt. 17:5): “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” Since God has put His seal exclusively on Him, we are obliged to lend ear to Him and to accept Him alone. Now if someone should come along and present a doctor other than Christ—as the sophists do today when they call attention to your works, even quoting Scriptural passages which seem to say that good works merit forgiveness of sins, for example, Dan. 4:27: “Redeem your sins with alms” ... — then you must reply: “Away with you! Produce letter and seal in evidence! This verse refutes your words. Here we read that God the Father set His seal only on Christ, the Son. In the face of this, what do you propose to achieve with your good works and with your seal? This is written in Holy Writ. What other source is as trustworthy? If you remove and tear off this seal, you have no use for Christ. Therefore go and test whether God the Father has put His seal on the message which someone is proclaiming to you and asking you to accept. If you fail to find this, rip the seal off.


Here we see again that angels assist in the preaching on the Gospel.  Another example of angels assisting in the preaching of the Gospel was at the Birth of Christ.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:  and they were sore afraid.  And the angels said unto them, Fear not:  for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

In the catechism we read of angels assisting in preaching the Gospel for the benefit of fallen men:

110.  What does the Bible tell us about the good angels?  The Bible tells us that the good angels – ... C.  Praise God, carry out His commands, and serve Christians, especially the children. ... The angels praise God for His wonderful works (Is. 6:3), especially for His work of saving sinners (Luke 2:14; 15:10).  They carry out His commands ... ; Gabriel was sent to the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:26), an angel announced the birth and the resurrection of Christ (Luke 2:9; Matt. 28:2-7), angels ministered unto Jesus (Matt. 4:11; Luke 22:43).

Hence, we see again that angels assist God in the Work of preaching the Gospel.  Through the Gospel, the Image of God is restored in men and they are saved.  


Angels, also, are created in the Image of God because :


1. they know the True God, namely, the Holy Trinity, and 

2. they have a blessed relationship with the True God.

The Rev. Dr. J. T. Mueller identifies these attributes as characteristics of the holy angels:

The good angels are so confirmed in holiness that they always behold God and perpetually joy in His goodness, Matt. 18, 10.  With this beatific
 vision there is joined indissolubly the purest love of God ... .
 


The Image of God is the common ground between angels and men.
  Hence, the angels rising from the east calls men “the servants of our God” because angels and men are all of the family of the One God.  For this reason, because men and angels are of this one family of God, the angels rejoice in heaven over one sinner who is saved.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.
 

B.  and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3.  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.

1. The four angels are not evil angels because they cooperate with the angel in the redemption of men through the Preaching of the Gospel by restraining the forces of destruction.


2.  till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads:  The seal of God is the Gospel.  Hence, this passage refers to the bringing of men to faith through the Gospel, which restores the Image of God and saves because it gives life eternal.  On the Eve of His Passion, Christ prayed:

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

Luther writes concerning this passage:

Concerning this knowledge and its power the prophets have spoken gloriously and clearly prophesied, as in Isaiah 53[:11]:  “By knowledge of Him shall He (My Servant, the Righteous One) make many just or righteous.”  This means:  “He will redeem them from sins and snatch them from the devil’s jaws solely through this; that they know Him and who He is.” ...  Likewise, Jeremiah 9[:23-24] says: “Let no one boast of his wisdom nor of his might nor of his riches” – in short, let no one boast at all – “but if anyone wants to boast, let him boast in this, that he knows Me and knows who I am:  the Lord, who does good and establishes righteousness and justice on earth.”
 


The Gospel restores the Image of God in fallen men because the Gospel reveals Who the True God is, namely, the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God in Three Persons, and at the same time reveals the Mercy of the Holy Trinity, namely the Free Remission of all sins for Christ’s Sakes.  For example, Holy Baptism reveals Who the True God is because we Baptize “in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
  Where God reveals Who He is He also reveals and confers His Mercy in Christ upon men.  Thus in Holy Baptism men are Baptized “in the Name of the Father, and, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” “for the remission of sins”
.  This Blessed Work Christ continues until the Image of God is restored in all the elect, namely, till “servants of our God” have been sealed “in their foreheads”.  


Whereas Chapter 6 ended with the destruction of Jerusalem, Chapter 7 begins with the restraint of the angels from destruction in order to preserve the world for the sake of preaching the Gospel throughout the world. The heavens were rolled up like a scroll for Jerusalem and Judah, but not for the world.  Chapter 6, though dreadful, is not the end of the world.  Sadly, it was the terrible end of Jerusalem and Judah, but it is not the end of the world.  Indeed, it’s not even the end for Israel in the ultimate sense because Israel grows through the Passion of Christ.  Hence, the Tribe of Judah is the largest tribe of Israel because the Gentiles become members of the Tribe of Judah through the Passion of Christ.  Indeed, even all the other tribes of Israel become members of the Tribe of Judah and permanent members of Israel through the Passion of Christ.  The Apostle St. John writes that Salvation is of the Jews, which salvation would include all the other tribes of Israel:

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.  Ye worship ye know not what:  we know what we worship; for salvation is of the Jews.

The prophet Isaiah writes that Christ was sent to raise up from sin both the tribes of Israel and the Gentiles:

And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:  I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salivation unto the end of the earth.

Luther writes on Isaiah 49:6:


The fact that only a few, yes, only a small minority of people are enlightened is not the fault of the Light, Christ our Lord; for He is not only called, but actually is, the Light of the world and of all men.  He shines forever and ever.  God ordained Him to be this Light as God declares through the mouth of the prophet Isaiah (49:6):  “It is too light a thing that Thou shouldest be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved of Israel;
  I will give Thee as a Light to the nations that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.
”  This prophecy found its early fulfillment in apostolic times (Acts 13:47
).


Thus the world for the sake of the Gospel until Christ completes gathering in His Church through the Gospel.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

Holy Scripture is very explicit in teaching that the present world exists, by virtue of God’s express will and providence, for the sole purpose that the Gospel of Christ, the message of God’s gracious forgiveness of sins for the sake of Christ’s vicarious satisfaction, may be proclaimed in it.  In Matt. 24, 14 Christ tells us this very clearly and emphatically; He engraves it, as it were, upon brass and granite by declaring:  “This Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come,” namely, the end of the world.  God has indeed purchased mankind at a great cost.  With the blood of Jesus Christ, His incarnate Son, He has paid the price for sinful man’s eternal salvation, and now He permits the world to stand in order that in it the forgiveness of sins through the blood of Christ may be proclaimed and that this Gospel-message may be accepted by men through faith.
 


4.  And I heard the number of them which were sealed:  and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.
and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.


The number 144,000 represents the entire the Church in the time of the Gentiles.  St. John the Apostle moves on from the time of the end of Judah (Revelation Chapter 6) to the expansion of the Church predominantly  through the inclusion of the Gentiles on a vast scale (Revelation Chapter 7).  For there were twelve tribes that made up Israel.  That was the complete Israel.  Likewise, the Gentile Church, completely Israelite because its Savior is an Israelite, constitutes just as much a complete Israel, a twin
 as it were.  Consequently, twelve is used to express that both the Israelite Church and the Gentile Church to indicate their complete equivalence and unity in Christ.  Hence, also 24 elders, namely, sharing the same numerical root, namely, 12, before the Throne in Chapter 4
.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of this unity of Israelite and Gentile in Christ:

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby ... .


The 1000 (ten cubed) represents completion wrought by the Holy Trinity, the True God, One God in Three Person, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Ten is the number of fulness, plenary, e.g., the plenary power of the kingdom in Daniel 7
.  Three is the Number of the Holy Trinity.  This completion is the entire Church for all time, both Israelite and Gentile.  There is only, ever has been, and ever will both One Church.  It is brought to completion by the Holy Trinity’s Work through the Gospel.  Jesus says of this One Church:

And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:  them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.


St. John the Apostle describes the Gentiles coming into the Church through the Gospel in terms of the names of the Tribes of Israel.  Indeed, all true children of Israel are always children by faith.  Even those who descended physically from Israel were only children of Israel by faith.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

[St. John the Baptist] said unto them, ... And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father:  for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

Likewise, Christ says those are Abraham’s children who have the faith of Abraham.  The Apostle St. John writes:

They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father.  Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham.  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God:  this did not Abraham.

The Apostle St. Paul writes of the Gentiles being grafted into Israel by the Gospel:

And if some of the branches be broken off, thou [Gentiles], being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree ... .

The prophet Isaiah likewise writes that the Gentiles become a part of Israel through the Gospel:

And I will set a sign [the Gospel] among them, and I will send those that escape
 unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles.  And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the LORD out of all the nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the LORD, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the LORD.

Luther writes of this passage:

I will set a sign among them. This is a Hebraism. And from them I will send survivors, that is, a remnant. The Jews were cut off because of their unbelief. But the remnant is grafted in, and from it a large progeny has sprung. This progeny he here calls “survivors.” He does not say, “I will send to Jerusalem.” Here you see clearly that those who will be in the church do not live in the physical Jerusalem. A sign. This is the Gospel and the Word, which is the banner by means of which the people are gathered. ...  And they shall bring all your brethren. Here you see it. He had said that He would send to those Barbarian nations where nothing of the Word had been preached. This is especially strong against the Jews, who have always heard. There He gathers the Barbarian nations as brothers through the hearing of the Word, which they had never heard before. Here you see that the Gentiles are by the authority of the Holy Spirit called brothers of the saints and patriarchs through the hearing of the Word, which they had not heard before.


5. Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand.  Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand.  Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.  6.  Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand.  Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand.  Of the tribe of Manases were sealed twelve thousand.  7.  Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand.  Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand.  Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.  8. Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand.  Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand.  Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.


This list differs from other lists of the Tribes of Israel.  Most notably, Judah is listed first, Levi is included, and Dan is omitted.  Judah is listed first because the Messiah descends from Judah.  Levi is included, whereas earlier he was excluded, because Christ came to purify the sons of Levi, i.e., purify the Preaching Office of the Gospel through which Christ would gather His Church amongst the Jews and the Gentiles.  The exclusion of Dan is not clear, other than, perhaps, one tribe had to be removed in order to include Levi and keep the numbering at 12, although the numbering could, after a fashion, be construed as 13 because of the duplication of Manasseh with the listing of Joseph (Manasseh and Ephraim are the sons of Joseph)
, constituting, perhaps and for what it’s worth, an oblique reference to the thirteen Apostles, which would include St. Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, indicating again this is the time of the Gentiles, while maintaining the 144,000 (12 x 12,000) figure.  The Rev. Dr. Luther Poellet writes:


The 144,000 sealed are drawn from “all tribes of the Children [sons] of Israel,” (Rev. 7:4), 12,000 out of each tribe.  The list of tribes in Rev. 7:5-8 cannot be based on the nation of the Jews in its later days, because by then 10 tribes had been lost, and the remaining two had  lost their national independence.  Nor is it based entirely on the nation of Israel in its earlier days.  Neither Dan (Joshua 19:40-48) nor Ephraim (Joshua 16:1-10; 17:13-18) are mentioned in Rev. 7.  On the other hand, Joseph and Levi are mentioned, although Joseph died in Egypt (Gen. 50:22-26), and his name does not occur as the head of a tribe in Joshua 13-19, and Levi’s tribe was charged with the care of the sanctuary (Num. 1:50-53) and is not listed among the 12 tribes which received a portion of the Promised Land (Joshua 13:33; etc.)  Nor were all the 12 tribes the same size.  Under these circumstances we cannot identify the list in Rev. 7:4-8 with the Jewish believers only.  Too many inconsistencies and difficulties are involved.  The solution lies in taking these verses in a spiritual sense.  “These 144,000 are God’s great nation, an ordered and organized people.  And as being all sealed with the sealing of the servants of God, they constitute the whole number of the saved. [Little, p. 75]”
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Judah is first because, as noted, Salvation comes from the Jews
 through Christ.  Moses writes:

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.


But what is this name Shiloh?  What does that mean?  Shiloh comes from the Hebrew word shalah, which means to be at peace.
  The name emerging from that word is “the Man of Peace.” Hence, Shiloh refers to Christ
 because He brings peace from God to men.
  Consequently, in the lyric poem about Christ and His Bride the Church, which lyric poem is an elaboration upon Psalm 45:10-11, The Song of Solomon, the Church is called the Shulammite, namely, the Woman of Peace, because she is a creation of Peace with God through Christ, the Man of Peace.  Psalm 45:10-11 reads:
Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house; So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty:  for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him.


Here the Lord speaks of His desire for His Church as a bridegroom for the bride.  Because Christ speaks of His daughter, i.e. the Offspring of His Passion on the Cross
, Christ expresses not here a marital relationship but uses the closeness of marriage to express the closeness of His Heart to His beloved Church.  No relationship is closer than a man and a wife
.  Christ, therefore, uses this relationship to express His closeness and devotion to His beloved Church.
 


Levi is mentioned, when normally not, because Malachi speaks of Christ’s work especially to purify the son of Levi, i.e., to purify the Public Ministry of the Gospel, through which the Jews at the time and the Gentiles would all be saved.  The Lutheran Church confesses:


Another passage also is cited from Malachi 3, 3:  And He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering of righteousness.  This passage clearly requires the sacrifices of the righteous, and hence does not favor the opinion concerning the opus operatum [because of the work itself apart from faith
].  But the sacrifices of the sons of Levi, i.e., of those teaching in the New Testament, are the preaching of the Gospel, and the good fruits of preaching, as Paul says, Rom. 15, 16:  Ministering the Gospel of God, that the  offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, i.e., that the Gentiles might be offerings acceptable to God by faith, etc.  For in the Law the slaying of victims signified both the death of Christ and the preaching of the Gospel, by which this oldness of flesh should be mortified, and the new and eternal life be begun in us.
 ... In short, the worship of the New Testament is spiritual, i.e., it is the righteousness of faith in the heart and the fruits of faith.

Luther writes that the purifying of the son of Levi refers to the purifying of the Preaching of the Gospel in the New Testament era:


And He will purify the son of Levi.  He is now explaining what the purifying of silver is, namely, the purifying of Holy Writ, for our sake.  You see, here is where all the wise men of the world do battle and want to make this obscure.  Yet, ... the Word of God always becomes more clear.  Finally “their folly will be plain to all.” ... Furthermore, the prophet is indicating that the kingdom of Christ will be totally sacerdotal [priestly], and that there will be no distinction or respect of person.  Everyone in this kingdom is Christ’s brother.  Through Christ, each can come to God and pray and teach.  There will be other, true Levites, namely, purified ones, and the old ones will have been rejected, for they were only purified outwardly but within were wicked and impure.


And He will refine them.  “He will purify, elevate, cleanse them.  He will remove the dross of false doctrine to reveal the light of divine truth through the Word by which they themselves will be led.  The kingdom of Christ is the exercise of the Word and faith because of the perpetual harm of the wicked.  Whoever, therefore, wishes to become a Christian must give himself over to being purified.


Offerings in righteousness.  A sacrifice in righteousness is a sacrifice of the new covenant.  After all, what need would there have been to promise sacrifices that they were already making?  The things they were doing then, however, were all impure because impure priests were making the sacrifices.  Moreover, the sacrifices of Christians are pure and right, because they themselves are pure and right, as we read in Ps. 132:9:  “Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness, etc.”  In this way, then, the prophet describes first the justification of the person, and then the righteous work.  Our sacrifice is the mortification of the flesh, signified by the tearing away and destruction of that old flesh.  But by the fire of the Spirit and of love a fragrance very sweet to the Lord is kindled.


4.  And the offering ... will be pleasing to the Lord.  When the person are pleasant and pleasing, their sacrifices, too, are pleasant and pleasing.


9.  After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands ... . 

A.  After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man could number ... .


This verse makes plain that the number in verses 5-8,144,000, is not a tally but an expression to describe completeness and perfection of the New Testament Church because the Apostle St. John writes that their number is beyond enumeration.

B.  of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb ... .


This large congregation from all nations in glory is fulfillment of Scripture that disciples would be made of all nations:

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teaching all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all tings whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.  Amen.

Jesus says in Psalm 40:

Sacrifice and offering Thou didst not desire; Mine ears hast Thou opened:  burnt offering and sin-offering hast Thou not required.  Then said I, Lo, I come:  in the Volume of the Book it is written of Me.  I delight to do Thy will, O My God:  yea, Thy Law is within My heart.  I have preached righteousness in the great congregation:  lo, I have not refrained My lips, O LORD, Thou knowest.  I have not hid Thy righteousness within My heart; I have declared Thy faithfulness and Thy salvation:  I have not concealed Thy loving-kindness and Thy truth from the great congregation.

This fulfillment includes Old Testament passages that said Christ’s Reign would extend worldwide.  David writes:

He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.

The prophet Zechariah writes:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:  behold, thy King cometh unto thee:  He is just, and [being saved]; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.  And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off:  and he shall speak peace unto the heathen:  and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth.

C.  clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands ... . 

The white robes are the sanctification provided by Christ’s Passion.
  


The palms reflect the truth that He correctly entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday in the midst of His Humiliation as Israel’s True King and truly was triumphant because He won the victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil, by His Passion, which appeared to the world as anything but the work of a triumphant king.  Even in the midst of His Humiliation
, Christ was the Almighty God.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

Christ could not dispense with His Deity in the state of exinanition [humiliation
].  He had to attach the full weight of His deity to His obedience, suffering, and death, as Scripture tells us Gal. 4:4-5 and Rom. 5:10.  Facing death, He had to be the mighty God that He might be able by His death to overcome death, to raise up again the temple of His body (John 2:19, 21), to take up His life again (John 10:18).  Jesus Christ ‘died not simply as any other man, but in and with His death conquered sin, death, hell and eternal damnation’ ... .  To be able to render such perfect obedience in the stead of men, to suffer and die for them, He had to renounce not seemingly, but the actual the full use of the form of God.  Our reason cannot perceive how all this is possible, but we believe it on the basis of Scripture.
 


10.  And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.  

Unanimity amongst the vast hosts of glory contrasts mightily with the tepid and diverse confessions on earth.  Modern, liberal, and popular thought, teaches diversity not unanimity in the Gospel.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

In our discussion of the unity of faith we turn our critical attention to those who feel that some articles of Christian doctrine are not necessary to true church unity.  This unionstic
 attitude is quite widespread in the church, yes, one might say that it has become a devastating flood which has undated almost everything.
  The Union
 as it is found in Prussia and other areas of Germany, is built on this basic principle that agreement in the articles which are in dispute between Lutherans and Reformed are not essential to the unity of faith.  The unionistic attitude extends far beyond the boundaries of the governmentally controlled Union.  The entire modern theology is unionistic. 
 


Contrary to modern, liberal thought, diversity in the Gospel is not the normal course of life in the Kingdom of Heaven, but rather broad, deep, and resounding unanimity, as exhibited in glory.  The Lutheran Church confesses the unanimity of the doctrine of Salvation:

Also, they teach that one holy Church is to continue forever.  The Church is the congregation of saints, in which the Gospel is rightly taught and the Sacraments are rightly administered.


And to the true unity of the Church it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments.  Nor is it necessary that human traditions, that is, rites or ceremonies, instituted by men, should be everywhere alike.   As Paul says:  One faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of all, etc.  Eph. 4, 5.6.

Again, the Lutheran Church confesses the unanimity of doctrine of Salvation:

But Peter also here cites in our issue the consensus of the Church: To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His name, whosoever believeth in Him, shall receive remission of sins, etc.  The consensus of the prophets is assuredly to be judged as the consensus of the Church universal. [I verily think that if all the holy prophets are unanimously agreed in a declaration (since God regards even a single prophet as an inestimable treasure), it would also to be a decree, a declaration, and a unanimous strong conclusion of the universal, catholic, Christian, holy Church, and would be justly regarded as such.] We concede neither to the Pope nor to the Church the power to make decrees against the consensus of the prophets.
 


Thus we see that the central doctrine and unanimous in the Church, exhibited vividly in glory, is the Salvation of men by the Gospel through faith in Christ.  Luther writes:

Now here is the proper domain of faith, which takes hold of the word from the mouth of the apostle and preacher, and holds fast to the forgiveness won by Christ’s suffering and resurrection, and declared and distributed in the word.  That is the foundation of our doctrine:  We are justified and saved by faith in Christ alone.

The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

True, we generally call the doctrine of justification the central article of the Christian doctrine, the articulus stantis ed cadentis ecclesiae [the article upon which the Church stands or falls].  But this article is directly based on the doctrine of Christ, on the doctrine of Christ’s theanthropic [God-Man] Person and theanthropic work.


11.  And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God.


This glorious Salvation in Christ gets the “Amen” from all of heaven, the angels, the Church, and God’s creation.  As we’ve already seen at the beginning of Chapter 7, the angels assist in the preaching of the Gospel.  Also, creation concurs in the work of the Gospel.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.


12.  Saying, Amen:  blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever.  Amen.


These attributions to God occur throughout Scripture.  They are the praise God’s Salvation elicits from men down through the ages.


A.  Amen:  Amen derives from the Hebrew word, ameyn, and means to be certain and true.  This expression is used throughout Scripture because God’s Salvation in Christ is certain and true.  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard writes:

Our salvation has been set in His hands more firmly and more securely than the heavens and the earth that those hands created (Isa 45:[12]).  We have been written down in those hands from eternity (Isa. 49:16), and from them no one can snatch us or our salvation (John 10:29).


B.  Blessing:  Bless means to do someone a good turn.  How does the creature do the Creator a good turn?  He does so by using His Blessings of Salvation and all the blessings that issue from that and thanking Him for them.
  This blessing of God we have learned already in the Liturgy:

V[ersicle]:  Bless we the Lord.  R[esponse]:  Thanks be to God.


This expression is based on Psalm 103:1:

Bless the LORD, O my soul:  and all that is within me, bless his holy name.


God’s Name is Holy amongst sinners because His Name sanctifies sinners by the Passion of Christ.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes of God’s Name sanctifying (making) holy sinners by the Passion of Christ through the Gospel:

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.


C.  Glory:  Glory means renown, namely, what someone is famous for.  God’s Glory is His Mercy in Christ through which He saves men by the Gospel.  The prophet Isaiah writes:

And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles.


The “sign” is the Gospel, which lifts up the Cross of Christ to the nations.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Jesus answered and said, ... Now is the judgment of this world:  now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  This he said, signifying what death he should die.

The Apostle St. Paul writes that the Gospel
 lifts up the Cross of Christ:

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.


Luther writes on the “sign” in Isaiah:

A sign.  This is the Gospel and the Word, which is the banner by means of which the people are gathered. ... In the world the church appears like nothing.  The word alone is the sign and banner.


D.  Wisdom:  God’s Wisdom is Christ.
  Jesus identifies Himself to be God’s Wisdom because He is the One who sends God’s prophets and apostles:

Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute ... .

Luther writes of this passage:

Here, however, he introduces himself as God when he says:  “I am sending to you”; the sending of prophets is God’s sole privilege.  According to Luke 11[:49] he spoke as follows:  “Therefore the wisdom of God says:  ‘Behold, I will send prophets to them,’” etc.


The Apostle St. Paul identifies Jesus to be God’s Wisdom:

But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.


Wisdom is the wholesome and useful application of knowledge.  Christ applied His knowledge to the Salvation of men – which certainly is a wholesome and useful application of knowledge.  In Proverbs 8
 we read of Christ’s Active and Passive Obedience to save men from their sins:

I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.  Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.  My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.  I lead in the way of righteousness
, in the midst of the paths of judgment
:
 

Here Christ speaks of His Life of Service in our behalf in order to give our lives eternal meaning.   For He led in the way of the paths of judgment by His suffering the judgment for the sins of all men on the Cross.  Also, He led in the way of righteousness because throughout His life He loved God and neighbor perfectly, fulfilling all God’s commandments perfectly, living a gloriously perfect and rich human life for us.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.


What could be a more meaningful life than to live a life lived for us  and constructed by the Son of God for us to enjoy forever?  Nothing could be more full of meaning.  No life is more meaningful than that of the Son of God.  This life of the Son of God Christians have freely through the Gospel.  Christ’s purpose of living this human existence perfectly was to give us lives overflowing with meaning forever because He lived our lives for us perfectly and oh so richly.  Now, through the Gospel, Christians enjoy the life Christ lived for them and enjoy a meaningful existence now and forever.  Jesus says:

I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

Jesus, therefore, concludes with the purpose of His life, namely, to fill our lives with the treasures of eternal meaning and riches:

I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:  That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.


In addition, the Holy Spirit, Christ’s Spirit, is called Wisdoms, i.e., wisdom in the plural because of the Sevenfold Gifts of the Spirit delineated in Isaiah 11.  Indeed, the prophet Isaiah is merely reproducing the teaching regarding the Sevenfold Gifts articulated by Solomon in Proverbs 9:

Wisdoms [She
 – not they, but She] hath built her [singular] House;  She [singular] hath hewn out her [singular] Seven Pillars.


In Proverbs 9:1 Solomon connects the plural Wisdoms with the singular verbs and pronouns.  Solomon speaks of Wisdom in the plural to remind us that this Wisdom in chapter nine is not the Wisdom in chapter eight.  The Wisdom in chapter eight is the Son of God.  Solomon writes:

The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.  I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. ... I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.  Riches and honor are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.  My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.  I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:  That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.

We see the same teaching in Proverbs 8 reflected in the opening of the Gospel of St. John, namely, that Jesus is God’s Son from eternity and the Creator and also Redeemer:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. ... And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.


And, not surprisingly, we find Wisdoms, Christ’s Holy Spirit, in the next chapter of Proverbs with His Sevenfold Gifts.  The prophet Isaiah later picks up on this when he writes of Christ in one of the familiar Christmas passages from the Old Testament:

and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, ... the Spirit of wisdom, ... and understanding, ... the Spirit of counsel, ... and might, the Spirit of knowledge, ... and of the fear of the Lord ... .


The Spirit of the Lord, the Holy Spirit, rested upon Christ and was active in Him in His Work of Redemption for us because the Holy Spirit is Christ’s Spirit because Christ is God and so is the Holy Spirit.  It is natural, therefore, for the Holy Spirit to be intimately connected with Christ, whether in Proverbs 9 or Isaiah 11, and His Work of Redemption.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

In other words, the Holy Spirit took the Atoning Blood of Jesus and applied it to every last infinitesimal of the infinite God to reconcile God to sinful men.  Likewise, the Holy Spirit took the Holy Blood of Jesus and applied it to every last infinitesimal of the infinite God to establish and holy and righteous relationship between God and all men.  The Lutheran Church confesses
 the Holy Spirit’s Activity in Christ to redeem men from their sins:


But we believe, teach, and confess that God the Father has so given His Spirit to Christ, His beloved Son, according to the assumed humanity (on account of which He is called also Messias, i.e., the Anointed), that He has not received His gifts by measure as other saints.  For upon Christ the Lord, according to His assumed human nature (because, according to His divinity, He is of one essence with the Holy Ghost), rests The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge [and of the fear of the Lord, Col. 2, 3; Is. 11, 2; 61, 1] ..., therefore (as the Fathers say) the entire fulness of the spirit has been communicated by the personal union to Christ according to the flesh, which is personally united with the Son of God.

The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes of the Holy Spirit’s activity in Christ to effect our sanctification, redemption, and salvation:

The Spirit of the Lord settles down upon the Son of David and so rests upon him. ... The expression calls to mind the similar statement of John the Baptist, that he saw the Spirit descending and resting upon Jesus.  John 1, 32.  Christ is Emmanuel, God in human flesh, the mighty God.  But the Spirit of God permeates and has complete control also of his human nature, of his human life and activity from the very first.  The humble, despised Branch is anointed beyond measure with the Spirit of God.
 


God’s Wisdoms is God’s Holy Spirit with His Sevenfold gifts.


The Holy Spirit does not stop there, but continues to work for us in Christ through the preaching of the Gospel to apply the Benefits of the Cross to us and to all men.  St. Luke the Evangelist writes:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.


Through the Gospel Christ absolves us of our sin and gives His Holy Spirit.  St. John the Apostle writes:

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you:  as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

St. Peter states that the Gospel absolves of sin and gives Christ’s Holy Spirit:

Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

St. John the Apostle writes:

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.
 


Christ’s Word, then, gives the Spirit with His Sevenfold Gifts.  And where the Spirit is given with His Gifts of Christ’s Perfect Life of Holiness for us, there is life because the Spirit applies the Work of Christ to us, absolves of sin, and saves through faith created by that absolution.
  That is what is meant by the Gospel, Christ’s Word absolving of sin through the Spirit and saving.  St. Peter the Apostle writes of the Gospel:

Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

St. Paul the Apostle writes of the Gospel:

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

St. Peter the Apostle writes of the Gospel:

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
  toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ... .


God’s Wisdoms, God’s Holy Spirit with His Sevenfold Gifts, builds His House on Earth, i.e. His Church, His Seven Pillars, through His Word and Sacraments.  Hence, there are Seven Pillars because they are the Sevenfold Gifts of the Spirit in God’s Word and the Sacraments.  For through His Word and Sacraments the Spirit creates saving faith in the hearts of men across the globe and down through the ages.  Thus the Kingdom of Heaven takes concrete form on earth through God’s Wisdoms with His Sevenfold Gifts creating saving faith in the hearts of men and, thereby, His House and Seven Pillars, His Church.
  


For, in the Gospel, the Holy Spirit takes the earthly elements of language, water, bread and wine, and immerses, embosses, and empowers them, with the God’s gracious Word and Spirit and His Sevenfold Gifts in order to work faith in the hearts men and, thereby, establishes God’s Spiritual Kingdom concretely
 on earth
.  In this way, the Kingdom of Heaven takes concrete form on earth by the Work of God’s Wisdoms and His Sevenfold Gifts through His Word and Sacraments, the Gospel
.  St. Paul the Apostle writes:

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Solomon writes:

[Wisdoms] hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars.


Because of the Supreme and Sublime Prudence of God’s Salvation through Christ and the Holy Spirit’s Work through the Gospel
, the hosts of heaven exclaim that Wisdom belongs to God.


E.  Thanksgiving: The heavenly hosts thank God for His many and manifold blessings, especially for the Salvation of men through Christ and Him Crucified for the sins of all men.  With the redemption of men through the Gospel, the heavenly family is complete once again.  Heaven and earth are united in Christ.  The heavenly family, God, angels, men, etc., are once again whole and one family in Christ.  


The thanksgiving is one because God’s family is one.  All the heavenly hosts rally and are marshaled to the aid of their family members, men, in order to effect their salvation.  Thus all events on earth in the Church are heavenly and the heavenly family resides on earth and the hosts of heaven are intensely concerned with the affairs of men on earth because men are their family in Christ.  Earth and heaven are one in Christ.


This Thanksgiving emerges from the Gospel; for apart from the Gospel fallen men do not know to whom to give thanks.  In catechism we learned:

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain.  What does this mean?  We should fear and love God that we may not curse, swear, use witchcraft, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.

Give us this day our daily bread.  What does this mean?  God gives daily bread indeed without our prayer, also to all the wicked; but we pray in this petition that He would lead us to know it, and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.


The Gospel saves by making known to men Who God is and What He does, namely, His Mercy in Christ.
  Thus only through the Gospel can men properly return thanks to God for all His Blessings because only the Gospel teaches us to know Who the True God is, namely, the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and to know Him aright through the Gospel.  Luther writes:

We pray in the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer:  Hallowed by they name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done.  After that:  Give us this day our daily bread.  This is the right order.  For Christ himself thus formulated the prayer, enjoining and commanding us to pray in this way.  But when one wants to turn the Lord’s Prayer around, seeking and petitioning first for daily bread, without regard for first things first, namely, for God’s name, kingdom, and will, this is to pray improperly and wrongfully.  Accordingly, we ought first to hear and learn the gospel and, thereupon, seek nourishment for the stomach.  But for the sake of the stomach to neglect the gospel, that is forbidden and is reprehensible.


F.  Honor:  Honor belongs to God because He stakes the Salvation of men upon His Good Name.  David writes in Psalm 23:  

He restoreth my soul:  he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.


Man’s Salvation, therefore, is as certain as the existence of God because God stakes His Good Name and Honor on it.  For God to renege on His Promise to Save would dishonor His Name.  It is impossible for God to dishonor God’s Name; for God would not be God if He were to do so but would be someone else.  Because God’s stakes man’s Salvation on His Good Name and Honor, man’s Salvation is certain as God Himself.


G.  Power:  Power means “ability”.  God’s Power is Almighty.  God, therefore, is able to do all things, including save men by His Vicarious [Substitutionary] Satisfaction
, i.e., His becoming a man to assume all the infinite and eternal burdens of all men because of their sins.
  Moses writes:

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.

Again, Moses writes:

Is any thing too hard for the LORD?

The prophet Isaiah writes of God pressing His Almighty Power into the Service of fallen men to save them from sin through Christ:

And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:  I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.

To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore preserved of Israel is, as we’ve seen, an infinite and eternal burden.  Yet the Lord calls it a “light thing”, a trifle.  How so?  While the task, indeed, is not “light thing” or trifle but an infinite and eternal burden and task, contrasted with the Almighty Power of the Savior, it is dwarfed to a trifle or a “light thing”.  Consequently, the Savior has power to spare and so God also sends Him to save the Gentiles – to save us! – from their sins.


God pressed this Almighty Power not into the well-deserved destruction of men because of their sin but into the Salvation of men in Christ and Him Crucified for the sins of men.  The Apostle St. Paul writes that it was the Almighty God who died on the Cross, pressing His Almighty Power into the Salvation of sinners:

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of God pressing His Almighty Power into the Service of fallen, sinful men by His Death on the Cross for them:

Christ could not dispense with His Deity in the state of exinanition [humiliation
].  He had to attach the full weight of His deity to His obedience, suffering, and death, as Scripture tells us Gal. 4:4-5 and Rom. 5:10.  Facing death, He had to be the mighty God that He might be able by His death to overcome death, to raise up again the temple of His body (John 2:19, 21), to take up His life again (John 10:18).  Jesus Christ “died not simply as any other man, but in and with His death conquered sin, death, hell and eternal damnation” ... .  To be able to render such perfect obedience in the stead of men, to suffer and die for them, He had to renounce not seemingly, but the actual the full use of the form of God.  Our reason cannot perceive how all this is possible, but we believe it on the basis of Scripture.
 ... How could the Almighty die?  Scripture tells us that the Son of God simply did not use the power which was at His disposal.  John 10:18:  “No man taketh it [My Life] from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”  That explains His poverty, His limited knowledge, indeed the whole state of exinanition [humiliation].  Christ’s arrest was due solely to His non-use of the power at His command.  He permitted the band of solders to bind Him, though but a moment before, by His omnipotent word, He had cast that same band to the ground (cf. John 18:12, 6). ... The use or none-use of the divine majesty was regulated by His office as Redeemer.


H.  Might:  God’s Glory is that, in His Mercy, He pressed His Almighty Power into the Service of fallen men to save them from their sins.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

The prophet Isaiah writes:

“and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, ... the Spirit of wisdom, ... and understanding, ... the Spirit of counsel, ... and might 
, the Spirit of knowledge, ... and of the feared of the Lord ... .”


This Almighty Power of the Holy Spirit He pressed into our Salvation in Christ.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

In other words, God the Holy Spirit took the Atoning blood of Jesus Christ and applied it to every last infinitesimal of the infinite God to reconcile God to sinful men.  At the same the Holy Spirit through the Blood of Christ reestablished with Christ’s Holiness and Righteousness fulfilled for us an eternally Righteous and Holy Relationship with God at ever last infinitesimal of the infinite God.  


The Holy Spirit is fully able to do this incredible, saving, and wonderful work because He Himself is the Eternal Spirit, i.e., God Himself, who is able to search all things, even the deep things of God, in order to apply to every last infinitesimal of the infinite the Atoning Blood of Jesus Chris to save men from their sins.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit:  for the Sprit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.


Christ Himself is Mighty to save.  The prophet Isaiah writes:

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son si given:  and the government shall be upon his shoulder:  and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.


Likewise, God the Father pressed His Almighty Power into the Salvation of men:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

In catechism we learned:

Why do you here call the First Person of the Trinity “the Father”?  I call Him the Father because He is the Father of my Lord Jesus Christ and also my Father. ... Have we not all one Father?  Hath not one God created us?  Mal. 2:10. ... In a special sense God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ... because He has begotten Him from eternity ... .  But He is also the Father of all believers ... , because He has adopted them as His children ... , and they constitute the household and family of God ... .  In the widest sense He is the Father of all men, because He has created them ... .


13.  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and when came they?

A.  And one of the elders:  This elder is one of the elders surrounding the Throne of God (Revelation 4:4).


B.  What are these which are arrayed in white robes?  and when came they?  This vast number of people are Christians, arrayed in white because of their sanctification in Christ by the Gospel through faith.  “... but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”  I Corinthians 6:11.  


Christians are washed, sanctified, and justified in the Name of Jesus by the Holy Spirit through the Blessed Waters of Holy Baptism.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:  “Then Peter said unto them,  Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  Acts 2:38.  Holy Baptism washes clean because it Absolves of sin, as the Apostle St. Peter has noted.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of the Washing of Holy Baptism:  “... Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”  Ephesians 5:25, 26-27.  The Sacrament of Holy Baptism also sanctifies because it Absolves of that which makes unsanctified, namely, sin, as the Apostle St. Peter stated in his Pentecost sermon.  Because Holy Baptism Absolves of sin, it justifies through faith.  The Apostle St. Peter writes:  “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
 toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ... .”
   Christ’s Resurrection gives a good conscience because it justifies sinners.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:  “Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.”  Romans 4:25.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:  “Now, then, if the Father raised Christ from the dead, He, by this glorious resurrection act, declared that the sins of the whole world are fully expiated, or atoned for, and that all mankind is now regarded as righteous before His divine tribunal.  This gracious reconciliation and justification is clearly taught in Rom. 4:25:  ‘Who was delivered for our offenses and was raised again for our justification.’  This truth Dr. Walther stressed anew in America.  He taught that the resurrection of Christ from the dead is the actual absolution pronounced upon all sinners. ... Calov
, following Gerhard
, rightly points out the relation of Christ’s resurrection to our justification as follows:  ‘Christ’s resurrection took place as an actual absolution from sin. ... As God punished our sins in Christ, upon whom He laid them and to whom He imputed them, as our bondsman, so He also, by the very act of raising Him from the dead, absolved Him from our sins imputed to Him, and so He absolved also us in Him.’”
 


14.  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest.  And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.


A.  These are they which came out of [the] great tribulation:  The Greek says, “the great tribulation”, not “great tribulation”.
  The definite articles tells us this tribulation is a certain tribulation.  This tribulation is the New Testament era
, which began with Greatest Tribulation (Trouble), the Murder of God on the Cross.  The prophet Daniel writes:

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people:  and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time:  and at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book.


(1)  And at that time:  This expression is an expression for the New Testament era.
  The prophets frequently begin an apocalyptic sweep
 with an expression demarcating the time.  The apocalyptic sweep begins the time of the prophet and sweeps up to the time of the New Testament.   A classic example of the prophetic sweep is from Job:

For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day
 upon the earth:  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God ... .
  


(a)  I know that my redeemer liveth:  Job speaks of his own time, while Job lives.  Job’s Redeemer, Christ, also lives because Christ is the eternal Son of God.


(b)  and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:  The latter day is the New Testament era, the time of Christ’ First Advent (Coming) to His Second Advent (Coming).  In this case Job refers to Christ’s earthly Ministry after His Birth because Christ stands upon the earth.


(c)  And though after my skins worms destroy this body:  Here Job speaks again of his time.


(d)  yet in my flesh shall I see God:  Here Job speaks again of the New Testament era, specifically the Last Day of the New Testament era when Christ returns again in glory and the dead are raised.


(e)  Two apocalyptic sweeps:  Job in this passage produces two apocalyptic sweeps:  A.  From the time of Job to the Incarnation of Christ (Christ standing on the earth).  B.  From the time of Job to the Last Day when Christ returns again in glory at the end of the New Testament era and the dead are raised.


The prophet Zephaniah produces another instance of the apocalyptic sweep:

In that day it shall it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not:  and to  Zion, Let not thine hands be black.  The LORD thy God in the midst of the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.


(f)  In that day:  The New Testament era.


(g)  The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty, He will save:  The Lord is in our midst in His Word and Sacraments.  St. Matthew 18:20.  “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” (underscore added)  The Lord is in our midst mighty to save through His Word and Sacraments because the Word and Sacraments are the Gospel
, the Power of God unto Salvation (Romans 1:16, I Peter 3:21).  


(h)  He will rest in His love:  God’s Love only ever takes the form of the Cross, wherein God reckons our sins not to us but to Christ (Isaiah 53:6, II Corinthians 5:21) and Absolves our sins daily through the Gospel by faith (St. John 20:21-23).  Hence, even though we sin much and deserve nothing but punishment
, He remains silent in His Love of the Cross by not imputing to us our sins through the Gospel and Absolving us of our sins through the Gospel.


(j)  he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing:  God rejoices us because in Christ through His Active Obedience
 we have been made the Righteousness of God.  Now in Christ we fulfill of all God’s Righteousness, causing God to rejoice because now everything runs smoothly as God planned and desired.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:  “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  II Corinthians 5:21.  Again, the Apostle St. Paul writes:  “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10.  David writes of Christ’s Active Obedience restoring our souls in Psalm 23:3:  “He restoreth my soul:  he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.”  (underscore added).  Christ speaks His Active Obedience enriching us and filling our treasures:  “I lead in the way of righteousness, and in the midst of the paths of judgment:  that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.”  Proverbs 8:20-21.  Again, the Apostle St. Paul writes of Christ’s Active Obedience:  “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”  Galatians 4:4-5.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of Christ’s Active Obedience:  This teaching of Scripture is of great practical importance.  In his life of faith the Christian continually resorts to Christ’s vicarious fulfillment of the Law.  Luther:  ‘He satisfied the Law; He fulfilled the Law perfectly, for He loved God with all His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His strength, and with all His mind, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.  Therefore, when the Law comes and accuses you of not having kept it, bid it go to Christ.  Say:  There is the Man who has kept it; He fulfilled it for me and gave His fulfillment to me.  Thus the Law is silenced.’”
 


(2)  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people:  St. Michael is a great archangel.
  What aroused St. Michael to action?  The Murder of His Captain on the Cross aroused the great archangel St. Michael to action.  Jesus is the Captain of the Lord’s hosts.  In the book of Joshua we read:

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand:  and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?  And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come.  And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?  And the captain of the LORD’s host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy.  And Joshua did so.
 

The Captain of the Lord’s Host is the Son of God, God Himself.  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:

THE CAPTAIN OF THE ARMY OF THE LORD  Here is reported of a wonderful appearance which Joshua experienced.  By Jericho he saw a Man with a bared sword.  He was Captain of the Lord, which is the host of angels.  This was the Angel of the Lord, who was of like essence with God, the faithful Angel of the covenant, the Son of God who led Israel all the way from Egypt and from Sinai.  He will now with His heavenly host go before the army of Israel and help them in their victory over their enemies.  This is a title that is becoming to Christ to this day, because He is the Captain of the army of the Lord.  With His host of angels He camps about those that fear him, and fights for His Church against the world and devil.



The Angel of the Lord is God Himself.  The Rev. Louis E. Roehm writes:


Jesus appears as God on the pages of the Old Testament.  He reveals Himself under such titles as “the Angel of the Lord,” “Jehovah,” “Lord,” etc.  Whenever in the Old Testament the name “Lord” occurs, it is pre-eminently not the Father, nor the Holy Spirit, but the Son of God.  Ex. 13:21  Moses writes of the Israelites in the wilderness:  “And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light.”  Who is this “Lord”?  Ch. 14:19 He is called “the Angel of God,” which is a well-known appellation of Jesus in the Old Testament.  Here the Angel of God is directly termed “Lord.”  All doubt is removed by Paul (I Cor. 10:3-4):  “Our fathers did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them; and that Rock was Christ.” ... Which person of the Godhead summoned Moses to the summit of Mount Sinai and gave him the two tables of the Law?  Again it was the Son of God.  The evidence is presented in the Ascension Psalm 68; vv. 7-8, and 17-18.  And all doubt is excluded by Heb. 12:18-26, especially v. 24. ... Luther writes:  “The God who led Israel out of Egypt and through the Red Sea; who went before them in a pillar of a cloud and of fire; who nourished them with bread from heaven and did all the miracles which Moses relates in his books; again, who brought them into the land of Canaan and gave them kings and the priesthood and everything, is this God and none other than Jesus of Nazareth, Mary’s, the Virgin’s, Son, whom  we Christians call our God and Lord ... .  Again, He it is who on Mountain Sinai gives Moses the Ten Commandments ... Yes, Jesus of Nazareth, who died for us on the cross is the God who says in the First Commandment:  ‘I, the Lord, am thy God.’ ... .” So then, the same God on Sinai and Calvary.  What comfort for the believers!  Now the flames of Sinai can no longer fill us with terror.  Indeed, we daily transgress the holy Law of Sinai, but we break through its condemnation and flee to the Redeemer on Calvary, who Himself fulfilled the Law for us and paid its penalty.
 


When, therefore, the people Crucified Jesus, they Crucified the Almighty God Himself.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he purchased with his own blood.

The Lutheran Church confesses the that God was Crucified when Jesus was Crucified:

We Christians must know that if God is not also in the balance, and gives the weight, we sink to the bottom with our scale.  By this I mean:  If it were not to be said [if these things were not true], God has died for us, but only a man, we would be lost.  But if “God’s death” and “God died” lie in the scale of the balance, then He sinks down, and we rise up as a light, empty scale.  But indeed He can also rise again or leap out of the scale; yet He could not sit in the scale unless He became a man like us, so that it could be said:  “God died,” “God’s passion,” “God’s blood,” “God’s death.”  For in His nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is correctly called God’s death, when the man dies who is one thing or one person with God.
 


This atrocity naturally aroused the great archangel St. Michael to action because it constituted the Murder of his Captain and his God.


(3)  and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation
 even to that same time:  This atrocity also constituted the Greatest Tribulation (Trouble) ever to befall Israel.
  Hence, the prophet Daniel writes that, “and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation [the nation of Israel] even to that same time ... .”  (amplification in brackets added)  While Israel had committed many atrocities, including murdering God’s prophets, this was an atrocity lese majeste.  Out of this atrocity lese majeste came the end of Jerusalem and Judah in AD 70.  David records Christ’s speaking in the midst of His Passion of the end of Jerusalem and Judah because of their impenitence:

They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.  Let their table become a snare before them:  and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap.
  Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to shake.  Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them.  Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents.  For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded.  Add iniquity unto their iniquity:  and let them not come into thy righteousness.  Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.

St. Augustine writes:

“Let their habitation become forsaken, and in their tabernacles let there not be any one to inhabit.”  There hath come to pass this thing in the very city Jerusalem, wherein they thought themselves mighty in crying against the Son of God, “Crucify, Crucify;” and in prevailing because they were able to kill Him that raised dead men.  How mighty to themselves, how great, they seemed!  There followed afterwards the vengeance of the Lord, stormed was the city, utterly conquered the Jews, slain were I know not how many thousands of men.  No one of the Jews is permitted to come thither now: where they were able to cry against the Lord, there by the Lord they are not permitted to dwell.  They have lost the place of their fury: and O that even now they would know the place of their rest!  What profit to them was Caiaphas in saying,” If we shall let go this man thus, there will come the Romans, and take away from us both place and kingdom”? ... Behold, both they did not let Him go alive, and He liveth: and there have come the Romans, and have taken from them both place and kingdom.  But now we heard, when the Gospel was being read, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I have gathered together thy sons, as a hen her chickens under her wings, and thou wouldest not?  Behold, there is left to you your house forsaken.... Why so?  “For Him whom Thou hast smitten they have themselves persecuted, and upon the pain of my wounds they have added” (ver. 27) .  How then  have they sinned if they have persecuted one by God smitten?  What sin is ascribed to their mind?  Malice. ”
 

This Great Tribulation continues to the end of the age.  For just as Israel rose up to oppose Christ and even to Crucify Him, so also the world continually rises up to oppose Christ wherever He is preached. The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars:  see that ye be not troubled:  for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:  and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows.  And they shall deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you:  and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.


As this Message of God's Murder reverberates throughout the world through the Gospel, persecution arises because the world does not think its righteousness is the cause of God's death (I Corinthians 1:23, the scandal of the Cross).  Persecution also arises because the Gospel of the death of Christ for the sins of men plucks them out of the devil’s kingdom (St. John 12:31-32), transferring them to the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, and saving.  The devil does not take the unraveling of his kingdom kindly.  Controversy and tribulation, therefore, arise wherever the Gospel is preached and men are delivered from the devil’s domain. St. Paul writes, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12.   Wherever the Gospel is preached, there the battle lines of conflict are drawn and the flashpoints between the kingdom of darkness and the Kingdom of Light erupt.  St. Peter writes, “that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”  I Peter 2:9.


These battle lines and flashpoints have gone global and millennial because Christ has commanded the Gospel to be preached throughout the world until the end of the age (St. Matthew 28:19-20).  Hence, the flashpoints between the kingdom of darkness and the Kingdom of Light multiply globally and millennially as the Gospel rolls back the frontiers of the kingdom of darkness around the world and down through the cascading ages – a tribulation great, indeed!
Surviving the Great Tribulation would seem impossible because we have the world, the devil, and even the fifth column of our own flesh arrayed against us.  But it is not impossible but already accomplished.  The Lord has already anticipated all this tribulation, great and small, and has overcome it for us already.  Jesus says, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  In the world ye shall have tribulation:  but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”  St. John 16:33.


The Great Tribulation is not some future age but our age, the here and now, the New Testament era, the time from the birth of Christ to His return in glory. Tribulation during this era arises anywhere across the globe and any time down through the ages the Gospel is preached because the Gospel overthrows the kingdom of the devil.  Circumstances will remain so until Christ returns again glory.  


Throughout this Great Tribulation Christ remains with His Church to create, nurture, defend, and sustain her through His Word and Sacraments, the Gospel, the Power of God unto Salvation (Romans 1:16).  Jesus says, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”  St. Matthew 28:19-20.  St. John concludes that the saints overcome the Great Tribulation through the Gospel, i.e., the Blood of the Lamb:

“These are they which came out of great tribulation, 

and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
B.  and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb: 


These souls escaped the Great Tribulation through the Sanctification of the Gospel because the Sanctification of the Gospel is the Power of God unto Salvation.  The sanctified life is pooh-poohed and dismissed by many Christians.  But here we see that the sanctified is nothing to be sniffed at because it is the Power of God unto Salvation and life eternal by effecting our sanctification through the Gospel and preserving us in that saving sanctification through the same Gospel.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of the saving and preserving power of the Holy Ghost’s Sanctification by the Gospel through faith:

But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:  Whereunto he called you by our gospel
, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1.  Sanctification (wide sense):  “163.  What is the work of the Holy Ghost?
The Holy Ghost sanctifies me, that is , He makes me holy, by brining me to faith in Christ and by imparting to me the blessings of redemption.  (Sanctification in the wider sense includes everything that the Holy Ghost does in me.)  419 But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  1 Cor. 6:11.”


2.  Sanctification (narrow sense):  “169.  What else has the Holy Ghost wrought in you by the Gospel?  The Holy Ghost has sanctified me in the truth faith, that is, He has by faith in Christ renewed my heart, so that I can now overcome sin and do good works (Sanctification in the narrower sense.)  439  This is the will of God, even your sanctification.  1 Thess. 4:3.  440  If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.  2 Cor. 5:17.  441  Create me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Ps. 51:10.  442  We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  Eph. 2:10.”


3.  Sanctification through the Gospel preserves men in the Saving Sanctification of the Cross unto life eternal:  “171.  What has the Holy Ghost wrought in you by the Gospel?  The Holy Ghost has, by the Gospel, kept me in the truth faith.  449  [Ye] are kept by the power of God through faith {NB:  Here again we see the language of the catechism} unto salvation.  1 Peter 1:5.  450  He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.  Phil. 1:6.  451  The Word of God ... effectually worketh also in you that believe.  1 Thess. 2:13.”


4.  The Scriptural teaching of Sanctification was restored by the Reformation and the Restoration of the Scriptural Teaching of the Office of the Keys and the Justification by Grace through Faith:

The restoration of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, His Person and function, is largely the gift of the Reformation, growing out of the great Scriptural principle that a man is saved by faith alone and not by works.  The dominant emphasis on the doctrine of justification by faith inevitably had to involve the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, not merely the personality and the deity of the Holy Spirit, but on a much broader scale his work, the application of the merits procured by Christ to sinful, helpless man.
 

15.  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple:  and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.


A.  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple:  Christians gladly serve God in glory as the do on earth, without the harassment of the world for their best work, their Service to God and men.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

“The world hath not the grace,” says Luther, to appreciate and reward the good works of Christians, e.g., their preaching of the Gospel in the world, their prayers, their intercessions. ... The world hates and persecutes Christians just because of their very best works. ... [For the preaching of the Gospel the Apostles were beaten, Acts 5:40; Rom. 8:36; I Cor. 4:13]  But our gracious God makes up for that.  He is so pleased with our good works that He rewards us richly for doing them.


B.  and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them:  Just as God dwells in the midst of His Church in the Means of Grace in this life, so He will also dwell in the midst of His Church directly in glory.  Luther writes on the Beatific Vision:

Behold, that is the consolation we derive from yonder life, that God Himself will be ours and that He will be everything to us.  For picture to yourself all that you would like to have, and you will find nothing better and dearer and worth wishing for than to have God Himself, who is the life and an inexhaustible depth of everything good and of eternal joy.  There is nothing more precious on earth than life.  The whole world dreads nothing more than death and desires nothing more than life.  And this treasure we are to have in Him without measure and without end.  There the sky will rain down talers and gold, if you should choose, the Elbe be filled with pearls and other gems, the earth yield all kinds of delight, so that, at your word, a tree will bear nothing but silver leaves and golden apples and pears, the fields will bear grass and flowers which shine like emeralds and other beautiful gems.  In short, whatever delights your heart shall be yours abundantly.  For we read that God Himself will be everything to everyone.  But wherever God is, all good things that one may wish for must also be present.


16.  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.


Any and all lack and suffering is the result of sin.  In glory, however, men will always behold God in the Beatific Vision and will, therefore, lack nothing.  On the contrary, they will enjoy every good thing more and more.


17.  For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.

A.  For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: Because Christ, while True Man, is also True God, He feeds His people throughout eternity.  “And I give unto them eternal life ... .”  St. John 10:28.  “I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”  St. John 6:51.

B. and God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes: Where sin and its ravages are dispatched, there sorrow also is removed and God wipes away every tear because no sorrow of sin remains in glory.

Appendix.
You Know You’re in the Great Tribulation 

when They Crucify God.“These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  Revelation 7:14.
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The popular understanding of the Great Tribulation is that it is a future time of unparalleled persecution, stress, and trouble for the Church.  But what greater tribulation (trouble) could there be than the crucifixion of God by the world?  Yet, that is precisely what happened in the crucifixion of Christ.  God was crucified when they crucified Jesus, the Lord of Glory (I Corinthians 2:8, Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article VIII.44).  For this reason Jesus says no greater time of tribulation has the world known than the crucifixion of God and its wake, the subsequent dreadful judgment of Judah and Jerusalem for the rejection and murder of God (St. Matthew 24:21; Psalm 69:20-28).


The Great Tribulation began with the Greatest Tribulation ever (Daniel 12:1, a tribulation so great it moved the Archangel St. Michael to action because it comprised the murder of his Captain [Joshua 5:14], 

Jesus, the Angel of the Lord), the crucifixion of Christ and the murder of God.  God’s murder is the particular infamy of the world because Christ had already resolved to die at that moment to atone for the sins of the world (St. John 10:18), the world’s only boast and particularly ignominy being to festoon His willing sacrifice with the garland of murder.   Because the world treated God brutally and crucified Him, God’s followers can expect the same.  Jesus says, “Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord.  If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.”  St. John 15:20.


As this Message of God's Murder reverberates throughout the world through the Gospel, persecution arises because the world does not think its righteousness is the cause of God's death (I Corinthians 1:23, the scandal of the Cross).  Persecution also arises because the Gospel of the death of Christ for the sins of men plucks them out of the devil’s kingdom (St. John 12:31-32), transferring them to the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, and saving.  The devil does not take the unraveling of his kingdom kindly.  Controversy and tribulation, therefore, arise wherever the Gospel is preached and men are delivered from the devil’s domain. St. Paul writes, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12.   Wherever the Gospel is preached, there the battle lines of conflict are drawn and the flashpoints between the kingdom of darkness and the Kingdom of Light erupt.  St. Peter writes, “that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”  I Peter 2:9.


These battle lines and flashpoints have gone global and millennial because Christ has commanded the Gospel to be preached throughout the world until the end of the age (St. Matthew 28:19-20).  Hence, the flashpoints between the kingdom of darkness and the Kingdom of Light multiply globally and millennially as the Gospel rolls back the frontiers of the kingdom of darkness around the world and down through the cascading ages – a tribulation great, indeed!



Surviving the Great Tribulation would seem impossible because we have the world, the devil, and even the fifth column of our own flesh arrayed against us.  But it is not impossible but already accomplished.  The Lord has already anticipated all this tribulation, great and small, and has overcome it for us already.  Jesus says, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  In the world ye shall have tribulation:  but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”  St. John 16:33.


The Great Tribulation is not some future age but our age, the here and now, the New Testament era, the time from the birth of Christ to His return in glory. Tribulation during this era arises anywhere across the globe and any time down through the ages the Gospel is preached because the Gospel overthrows the kingdom of the devil.  Circumstances will remain so until Christ returns again glory.  


Throughout this Great Tribulation Christ remains with His Church to create, nurture, defend, and sustain her through His Word and Sacraments, the Gospel, the Power of God unto Salvation (Romans 1:16).  Jesus says, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”  St. Matthew 28:19-20.  St. John concludes that the saints overcome the Great Tribulation through the Gospel, i.e., the Blood of the Lamb:

“These are they which came out of great tribulation, 

and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
	


�Ecce homo!


("Behold the Man!")


Pontius Pilate presenting a scourged Christ 


to the people.


Antonio Ciseri, 1871.


"The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD, and against His Anointed ... ." 


 Psalm 2:2.











	�“Also the destructive power of the winds is metaphorically used to refer to acts of God’s anger visited on the earth.  For example, in Jer 49:36-39 ... God tells the prophet that he will bring upon Elam the ‘four winds from the four corners (or extremities) of heaven.’ ... By these four winds God would drive out the people of Elam so that they would no longer be a nation.  God’s acts of judgment, symbolized there by the four winds, would be by the sword of Elam’s foes (Jer. 49:37).  It would be quite natural, then, for John to recognize a relationship between the horsemen and the ‘destructive capacity’ of the winds.”  The Rev. Dr. Louis E. Brighton, Revelation, p. 182.


	�“I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.  And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:  And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.”  Genesis 9:13-15.


	�“What advantage then hath the Jew?  or what profit is there in circumcision?  Much every way:  chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.  For what if some did not believe?  shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?”  Romans 3:1-3.


	�The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, The Christian World View, What is Christianity?, Malone, TX:  Repristination Press, reprinted 1997, Third Printing, August 1999 pp. 31, 32. 


	�The Rev. Dr. Eugene F. A. Klug, Church and Ministry, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1999, p. 135.


	�“God has only one seal, and this He has set on Christ. On Him alone He has bestowed the Holy Spirit, so that all men should look only to Him. All of Holy Writ points solely to Him, attesting that He alone possesses seal and letter; for He is the exemplar, ...  made, given, and offered to be our sole help. Thus God Himself spoke from heaven (Matt. 17:5): “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” Since God has put His seal exclusively on Him, we are obliged to lend ear to Him and to accept Him alone. Now if someone should come along and present a doctor other than Christ—as the sophists do today when they call attention to your works, even quoting Scriptural passages which seem to say that good works merit forgiveness of sins, for example, Dan. 4:27: “Redeem your sins with alms”12—then you must reply: “Away with you! Produce letter and seal in evidence! This verse refutes your words. Here we read that God the Father set His seal only on Christ, the Son. In the face of this, what do you propose to achieve with your good works and with your seal? This is written in Holy Writ. What other source is as trustworthy? If you remove and tear off this seal, you have no use for Christ. Therefore go and test whether God the Father has put His seal on the message which someone is proclaiming to you and asking you to accept. If you fail to find this, rip the seal off.”  Martin Luther,  Luther’s Works, Vol. 23, pp. 16, 17.	


	�Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 23, pp. 16, 17.


	�St. Luke 2:9-13.


	�The Small Catechism, with additional notes by Edward W. A. Koehler, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, 1981, pp. 121, 123.


	�Beatific means “blessed”.  Those in Christ will enjoy the Beatific Vision of God in glory.  ““Behold, that is the consolation we derive from yonder life, that God Himself will be ours and that He will be everything to us.  For picture to yourself all that you would like to have, and you will find nothing better and dearer and worth wishing for than to have God Himself, who is the life and an inexhaustible depth of everything good and of eternal joy.  There is nothing more precious on earth than life.  The whole world dreads nothing more than death and desires nothing more than life.  And this treasure we are to have in Him without measure and without end.  There the sky will rain down talers and gold, if you should choose, the Elbe be filled with pearls and other gems, the earth yield all kinds of delight, so that, at your word, a tree will bear nothing but silver leaves and golden apples and pears, the fields will bear grass and flowers which shine like emeralds and other beautiful gems.  In short, whatever delights your heart shall be yours abundantly.  For we read that God Himself will be everything to everyone.  But wherever God is, all good things that one may wish for must also be present.”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 28, p. 146.  “These blessings are the fruits of the Beatific (Blessed) Vision of God Christians will behold through eternity.  ‘Since eternal life consists in seeing God, only this beholding of God beatifies man.  While the believers in this life know God only through His Word, hence in an image ... , God reveals Himself to the blessed without image or veil, face to face, immediately .... .  Scripture distinctly teaches that this beholding of God is the cause of heavenly bliss, since such seeing will transfigure the believers both in soul and in body, the glory of God being reflected in them.  1 John 3:2:  ‘Beloved, now ... are we the sons of God, and it doth not year appear ... what we shall be; but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ... ; for we shall see Him as He is.’  ...  We must remember that here on earth Christians, like Christ Himself, are woefully underrated. ... To keep up their courage and Christian morale, they follow the directions of Christ and fix their gaze on the eternal blessedness awaiting them in heaven. ...  Luther:  ‘We have the promise and hope of heaven, and the recompense and reward of our present misery will be so great that we shall rebuke ourselves severely for ever having dropped one tear or sigh on account of this contempt and ingratitude of the world.  Why, we shall say, did we not suffer even worse things?  I never would have believed that there could be such surpassing glory in eternal life; else I should not have so dreaded to suffer even much worse things.’”   The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. III, pp. 550, 551, 555.


	�Christian Dogmatics, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1955, p. 201.  This publication is an abridgment of the Rev. Dr. Pieper’s three volume classic, Christian Dogmatics.


	�“113.  What was the image of God?  The image of God consisted in this – A.  That man knew God and was perfectly happy in such knowledge.  263  [Ye] have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him.  Col. 3:10  B.  That man was perfectly holy and blessed.  264  Put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  Eph. 4:24. ...  114.  Does man still bear the image of God?  Man lost the image of God when he fell into sin.  In believers, a beginning of its renewal is made.  Only in heaven, however, will this image be fully restored.  265  [Adam] begat a son in his own likeness, after his image.  Gen. 5:3.  ... 266  I will behold Thy face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness.  Ps. 17:15.”  The Small Catechism, pp. 96, 97.  


	�St. Luke 15:7


	�St. John 17:3.


	�Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 69, pp. 35, 36.


	�St. Matthew 28:19.


	�Acts 2:38.


	�St. John 4:21-22.


	�Isaiah 49:6.


	�This infinite and eternal burden of bearing the sins of the people of Israel is a “light thing” only when juxtaposed to the infinite power of the Son of God.  Contrasted with the Almighty Power of the Son of God, this task is dwarfed to a “light thing”.  “Others object:  Christ did not in fact suffer eternal damnation; His suffering therefore was not vicarious.  ...  Scripture teaches plainly that the very punishment which we should have suffered on account of our  sins was meted out to Christ.  The very curse which was denounced against sinful man (‘Cursed is everyone that continueth not, etc.,’ Gal. 3:10), fell in its full weight upon Christ:  ‘Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us’ (Gal. 3:13).  Yes, the suffering of Christ was of comparatively short duration.  But observe God’s method of computation.  When Scripture measures the value of Christ’s Passion, it does so by the exalted dignity of the Sufferer.  It was the suffering of the Son of God, 1 John 1:7:  ‘The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.’  Acts 20:28:  ‘His [God’s] own blood.’  The teaching of the ‘orthodox theologians’ that the brief suffering of Christ, as that of the Son of God, is equivalent to the eternal suffering of mankind is not a ‘dogmatic construction,’ but the doctrine of Scripture.48[48Dorscheus (in Baier, III, p. 87):  ‘The eternity of human suffering is compensated for by the majesty and excellence of the Person (Christ).’] Christ ‘fully balanced the account,’ the settlement is ‘mathematically’ correct as God views the matter.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 354.


	�Because the Son of God is Almighty, He has power not only to save all of Israel from their sins but also power to spare and so becomes the Savior of the Gentiles as well.


	�“Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you:  but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.  For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.”  Acts 13:46-47.


	Compare also its fulfillment in the Nunc Dimittus  (The Lutheran Hymnal, pp. 29, 30).


  “And he [Simeon] came by the Spirit into the temple:  and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:  For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.”  St. Luke 2:27-32, amplification in brackets added.


	�The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, The Christian World View, What is Christianity?, Malone, TX:  Repristination Press, reprinted 1997, Third Printing, August 1999 pp. 31, 32. 


	“The only reason why God still concerns Himself with fallen mankind and preserves it – and for its sake also the world – is that, according to Scripture, He desires to renew fallen mankind to the image in which He originally created it (Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:24).”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. I, p. 519.


	“The world owes its continued existence to the unfinished task of the church in spreading that Word (Matt. 24:14).”  The Rev. Dr. Eugene F. A. Klug, Church and Ministry, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1999, p. 135.


	“Until the day of grace is ended and the church stands completed with its last living stone in place, the angels with the winds were to hurt nothing.”  The Rev. Luther Poellet, Revelation, p. 106.


	“Then appears another angel, coming from the east with the seal of God.  He calls to the four angels, the executors of wrath, to postpone for a while their work of destruction, until the Church of God has been fully gathered.  All the elect of God must first be sealed on their forehead, i.e., be brought into the Church.  And as this angel says, so it is done.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoekchardt, Revelation, tr. the Rev. H. W. Degner, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 27.


	�“... we take ‘Israel’ as a symbolical term meaning the New Testament Israel, the Holy Christian Church, and the number 144,000 as the total number of God’s elect.  And the Church, consisting of all elect and gathered in from all nations, will all be saved without fail.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoekchardt, Revelation, tr. the Rev. H. W. Degner, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 28.


	�Revelation 4:4.  “And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.”


	�Ephesians 2:11-15, 16.


	�“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth:  it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it:  and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.”  Daniel 7:7.


	�St. John 10:16.


	�St. Matthew 3:7, 9, amplification in brackets added.


	�St. John 8:39-40.


	�Romans 11:17, amplification in brackets added.


	�The Hebrew reads “ones who flee” (pelaytim) or fugitives.  The Apostles and many in the Church became fugitives because of various persecutions.   


	�Isaiah 66:19-20.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 17, pp. 413, 414.


	�“... the tribe of Joseph appears twice in this enumeration ... .”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoekchardt, Revelation, tr. the Rev. H. W. Degner, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 27.


	�Revelation, p. 108, underscore added.


	�“... we know what we worship; for salvation is of the Jews.”  St. John 4:22.  Notice Jesus says salvation is “of the Jews.”  That means salvation for all the other tribes of Israel stemmed also from the Jews and not from their standing as Israelites, just as it does for the Gentiles, because from the Tribe of Judah emerges the Messiah, the Savior of all men, Israelite and Gentile.  “The kingdom of Judah was never destroyed but was transformed into a better one.  The kingdom of Christ is the preservation of the kingdom of Judah.”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 18, p. 6.


	�Genesis 49:10.


	�“Luther evidently derives shiloh from the root shalah, meaning to be secure and at ease or rest, which in turn is related to the Hebrew greeting shalom, which corresponds to the Latin greeting salve, both meaning your health, peace, welfare, and prosperity.”  Luther’s Works, Vol. 45, p. 216, footnote 33.


	Even the liberal interpreters C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch concur with Luther based on Hebrew usage:  “It only remains therefore to follow Luther, and trace [Shiloh] from [shalah], to be quiet, to enjoy rest, security.”  Commentary on the Old Testament, C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Volume 1, The Pentateuch, Three Volumes in One, ... Genesis, Exodus 1-11, tr. James Martin, Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson Publishing, First Printing, February 1989, p. 394.


	�The common understanding down through history is that Shiloh is Messiah :  “We regard Shiloh, therefore, as a title of the Messiah, in common with the entire Jewish synagogue and the whole Christian Church, in which ... there is perfect agreement as to the fact that the patriarch is here proclaiming the coming of the Messiah.”  Keil-Delitzsch, op. cit., p. 397.


	The Rev. Dr. Alfred Edersheim gives on overview of the Jewish interpreters understanding that Shiloh refers to the Messiah:  “Gen. xlix. 10.  This well-known prediction ... is in Yalkut, u. s., applied to the Messiah, with a quotation of Ps. ii. 9.  The expression ‘Shiloh’ is also applied to the Messiah, with the curious addition, that in the latter days all nations would bring gifts to Him.  Alike the Targum Onkelos, Psuedo-Jonathan, and the Jersualem Targum, as well as Sanh. 98 b, the Midrash on the passage, and that on the passage, and that on Prov. xix. 21, and on Lam. i. 16, where it is rendered shelo, ‘whose it is,’ refer the expression “Shiloh,’ and, indeed, the whole passage, to the Messiah ... .  Another remarkable statement occurs in the Midrash on the passage .... , which applies the verse to the coming of Him of Whom it is written, Zech. ix. 9.  Then He would wash his garment in wine (Gen. xlix. 11), which is explained as meaning the teaching of the Law to Israel, and His clothes in the blood of grapes, which is explained as meaning that He would bring them back from their errors.  One of the Rabbis, however, remarks that Israel would not require to be taught by the King Messiah in the latter days, since it was written (Is. xi. 10), ‘to it shall the Gentiles seek.’  If so, then why should the Messiah come, and what will He do to the congregation of Israel?  He will redeem Israel, and give them thirty commandments, according to Zech. xi. 12.  The Targum Psuedo-Jon. and the Jer. Targum also apply verse 11 to the Messiah.  Indeed, so general was this interpretation, that, according to popular opinion, to see a palm-tree in one’s dreams was to see the days of the Messiah ... .”  The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Volume Two, New American Edition, Grand Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1962, 39th printing, pp. 712, 713.


	�“Out of Judah should come the Ruler, the Bringer of Peace, Shiloh, unto Him should the gathering of the people be.  Gen. 49, 10.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Christ in Old Testament Prophecy, tr. Erwin W. Koehlinger, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 5.


	�Psalm 45:10-11.


	�Because the Church is the offspring of His Passion, Christ is called “Everlasting Father” in Isaiah 9:6.  “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:  and the government shall be upon his shoulder:  and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”


	�“So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church ... .”  Ephesians 5:28-29.


	�“Evidently it is the King and Groom, who is here speaking.  He addresses His Bride, the Church.  The Bride by His side He calls ‘daughter’.  In Scripture pictures are not always consistently carried out.  The picture is used only for illustration.  The Bride is the Church, composed of all believers.  They stand in relation to Christ, as children to their father.  Christ Himself is God, and so also He is God and Father of His Bride.  At other places believers are called the children of the Messiah, e.g. Ps. 110.  They have their life from Him.  This expression further proves that this Psalm is not intended as a nuptial song, that it is not concerned with human marriage.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Lectures on Select Psalms, tr. H. W. Degner, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 113, underscore added.


	This understanding of the use of the image of marriage not to convey actual marriage but the closeness of marriage to convey the closeness of the Messiah to His Church as a bridegroom to his bride also helps us to understand that the Song of Solomon is merely a continuation of the train of thought of Psalm 45 in lyric poem, portraying vividly Christ’s passion and closeness to His Church, Christ being Solomon, i.e. the Man of Peace (cf. Genesis 49:10, “Shiloh”, the Man who Gives Peace, and Isaiah 9:6, the “Prince of Peace”) and the Church the Shulammite, the Woman of Peace, namely, the Woman who receives the benefits of Christ’s bringing about peace between God and men by His Atonement on the Cross.  “The Song of Solomon depicts, under the allegory of the bridal love of Solomon and Shulamite, the mutual love of the Lord and His Church.  The representation of Christ as the Bridegroom and the Church as the bride is a favorite allegory, or picture, in the Bible.  Cp. Ps. 45; Hos. 2, 19.20; Matt. 9, 15; John 3, 29; Eph. 5, 25-29.”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, the Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924. p. 277.


	�“ex opere operato, sine bono motu utentis, i.e., on account of the work, without a good thought in the heart ... .”  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. (XII). Of the Mass.27, Triglotta, p. 393.


	�The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. (XII). Of the Mass.34, Triglotta, pp. 395, 397, amplification in brackets added.


	�The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. (XII). Of the Mass.27, Triglotta, pp. 393.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 18, pp. 411, 412, amplification in brackets and underscore added.


	�“The fact that no man could number them is one reason why we do not take the figures in Rev. 7:4-8 literally.”  The Rev. Dr. Luther Poellet, Revelation, p. 109.


	�St. Matthew 28:18-20.


	�Psalm 40:6-10, text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 132, underscore added.  Psalm 40 is a Messianic Psalm.  “[Prophecy Concerning Christ, His Suffering and His Office of Prophet] Weissagung von Christo, seinem Leiden und Prophetenamt, Die Bible oder die ganze Heilige Schrift, Alten und Neuen Testaments, nach der deutschen Uebersetzung Dr. Martin Luthers [The Holy Bible, or the Entire Holy Scripture, Old and New Testaments, according to the German Translation of Dr. Martin Luther], St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1905,  p. 574.


	“Luther and the Lutheran Confessions accepted the teaching of the New Testament that in the Psalms there were numerous predictions about the Messiah.  Moorehead wrote concerning this matter:  ‘The Psalms are full of Christ.  They speak about His humiliation and exaltation, of His rejection by the world and of His final triumph over all opposition.  But they go deeper, as we may say; deeper even than the gospels; they let us into the thoughts and feelings when the billows of wrath were rolling over Him, when the heavy cloud of judgment which was all our own burst upon His devoted Head.’”  The Rev. Dr. Raymond Surburg, Exegetical Essays and Materials Dealing with the Interpretation of the Psalms, Ft. Wayne, IN:  Concordia Theological Seminary, Press, p. 28, emphasis added. 


	�Psalm 72:8.


	�Zechariah 9:9-10, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine, underscore added.  “[be saved] is the only correct translation and suits the context. ... literally, being saved, unfailingly delivered.  So He is already presented in the word of prophecy.  See Is. 53:8; Ps. 22, where He, forsaken of God, cries to God for deliverance (vv. 1, 2, 8, 11-21), confesses that from His mother’s womb He depended on God’s aid (v. 9 f.), and in answer to His prayer is delivered (vv. 21b-25).  See also Matt. 26:38 ff.; Luke 12:50; 22:41 ff.; 23:46; John 11:41f.; 12:27 ff.; Heb. 5:7-9.  Even though He was forsaken of God for a little while, He was delivered from the depths of hell, was crowned with honor and glory in answer to His prayer (Heb. 2:9 f).”  The Rev. Dr. Theodore Laetsch, Commentary on the Minor Prophets, p. 454.  	


	“The question arises:  In Zech. 9:9, why is the Messiah not called [Savior] in the active sense, but ... ‘saved,’ in the passive sense?  We respond: ... Christ is not only ‘Savior’ but is also Himself ‘saved.’  That is, because He wished to redeem us with His suffering and death, and descended into the depths of our wretchedness, therefore it was necessary that he be saved first, so that, having been saved, he might be able to save us too.  ‘I looked around, but there was no helper; I was in anxiety, and there was no one to help’ (namely, among men).  ‘My own arm’ (the power of My divinity) ‘has saved Me, and My anger’ (or zeal) ‘has helped Me’ (Isa. 63:5).”  Loci Theologici ... On the Person and Office of Christ, tr. Richard J. Dinda, ed. Benjamin T. G. Mayes, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 2009 p. 11.


	�“As in the instances of the elders and the martyrs, the white robes here in 7:9 symbolize the purity and righteousness of Christ, which purity and righteousness have been given to his people because of his blood.”  The Rev. Dr. Louis Brighton, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1999, p. 193.


	�“134.  Wherein did Christ’s State of Humiliation consist?  Christ’s State of Humiliation consisted in this, that according to His human nature, Christ did not always and not fully use the divine attributes communicated to His human nature.”  The Small Catechism, p. 109.


	“The use or non-use of the divine majesty was regulated by His office as Redeemer.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 286. 


	�“134.  Wherein did Christ’s State of Humiliation consist?  Christ’s State of Humiliation consisted in this, that according to His human nature, Christ did not always and not fully use the divine attributes communicated to His human nature.”  The Small Catechism, p. 109.


	�Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 289, amplification in brackets and underscore added. 


	�Unionism is the practice of claiming church union where there is no church union.  “Unionism.  Religious unionism consists in joint worship and work of those not united in doctrine.  Its essence is an agreement to disagree.  In effect, it denies the doctrine of the clearness of Scripture.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, eds. Ludwig Fuerbringer, Theodore Engelder, P. E. Kretzmann, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1927, p. 774, s. v. “Unionism”.


	�Dr. Pieper was writing circa 1888.


	�“The Union” is the “Prussian Union”.  The Prussian Union was the forced union of the Lutheran Church and the Reformed Church by the Kaiser.  “When the devil saw that his work of confusion was started [doctrinal laxness taking over the Lutheran Church in the 18th and 19th centuries in Germany] then he took his main step and brought about the union on June 25 in the year of the Lord 1830.  For this purpose he made use of the secular power of the king of Prussia, Friedrich Wilhelm III.  This Reformed potentate was brought to that point by his two court preachers [Ruhlemann Friedrich] Eylert (1770-1852) and [Daniel Amadeus] Neander (1775 to 1869), who had for along time already been discussing such a false union between Reformed and Lutherans, that he gave out a mandate under his name in 1830 that every pastor should without hesitation accept the United – the so-called Evangelical State church – church book under threat of removal from office [if he refused].” The Rev. L. F. E. Krause, quoted in Moving Frontiers, Readings in the History of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, ed. Carl S. Meyer, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, second printing, 1986, p. 126.


	“The 300th anniversary of the signing of the Augsburg Confession was the occasion for a royal decree from Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia (4 April 1830) asking that the cause of the Union between the Lutheran Churches and the Reformed churches in Prussia be advanced. ... The Prussian king knew that the cause of the Union would be furthered by the adoption of a common Agenda.  An administrative order on 30 April 1830 authorized the use of the power of the state to overcome resistance to the Union.”  The Rev. Robert C. Schultz, The European Background, Moving Frontiers, Readings in the History of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, ed. Carl S. Meyer, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, second printing, 1986, p. 60.


	�Unity of Faith (Enigkeit im Glauben) Essay given by Dr. Franz Pieper at the 12th convention of the Ev. Lutheran Synodical Conference held at Milwaukee, August 8-14, 1888, tr. the Rev. Ewald J. Otto, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 4.


	�The Augsburg Confession, Article VII:  Of the Church.1-4, Triglotta, p. 47, underscore added. 


	“From this our explanation, friends and enemies, and therefore every one, may clearly infer that we have no intention of yielding aught of the eternal, immutable truth of God for the sake of temporal peace, tranquility, and unity (which, moreover, is not in our power to do).  Nor would such peace and unity, since it is devised against the truth and for its suppression, have any permanency.  Still less are we inclined to adorn and conceal a corruption of the pure doctrine and manifest, condemned errors.  But we entertain heartfelt pleasure and love for, and are on our part sincerely inclined and anxious to advance, that unity according to our utmost power, by which His glory remains to God uninjured, nothing of the divine truth of the Holy Gospel is surrendered, no room is given to the least error, poor sinners are brought to true, genuine repentance, raised up by faith, confirmed in new obedience, and thus justified and eternally saved alone through the sole merit of Christ.”  The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Article XI.  Of God’s Eternal Foreknowledge [Predestination] and Election.94-96, Triglotta, p. 1095. 


	“We must also be clear on whether the definition of these I [We understand unity of faith to be agreement in all articles of Christian doctrine which are revealed in Holy Scripture.] collides with the statements of our church since the ‘we’ of the thesis includes the entire Lutheran church.  When we look at confessional statements of our church, such as Article 7 of the Augsburg Confession, we find that what is necessary to true unity is confined to the Gospel and the Sacraments.  The dogmaticians are in agreement therewith.  Quenstedt, for example, says that strictly speaking doctrines of faith do not include moral commandments, rules, narratives, and so forth.  


	“Our church, therefore, does not here speak of all doctrines but rather of the doctrines of the Gospel, of faith.  If in this thesis all doctrines were meant, also those pertaining to the law, then the concept of this thesis as to what is sufficient for unity would not agree with the Augustana.  It is to be understood that also in the thesis only the Gospel is meant.  When we speak of the ‘articles of the Christian doctrine’ we mean the revelation and preaching of Christ – Christus revelatus [Christ revealed], 	Christus praeidcatus [Christ preached].  The law does not come into consideration here.  The foundation uon which the Christian church is built is Christ, the Gospel.  The law certainly is not peculiar to the Christian church but is common to all people.  If a person would know the entire law and also stand under its operation, he still has nothing of that which makes a sinner a Christian and a believing child of God.  The law does not make the church, and the law also does not make the church one.  Only the Gospel does that.  For that reason, the law does not belong in a definition of Christian unity or the unity of faith.
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